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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



In satisfaction of the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, and in accordance with the 



provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants wish to draw the attention of the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office to the references cited on the accompanying form PTO/SB/8A. In accordance with 
1287 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 163 (October 19, 2004), no copies of U.S. patents and published applications 
are enclosed. Copies of all other foreign patents and non-patent literature are enclosed. 

Further, in accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(c) and 1.97(e)(1), the 
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undersigned certifies that the reference nos. A1-A2, B1-B4, and Cl listed on the enclosed substitute for 
form PTO-1449 were first cited in a foreign search report dated April 12, 2006, for a related Japanese 
application. 

Further, in accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3) and MPEP § 609(III)(A)(3), 
Applicant submits that reference nos. B2-B4 are not in the English language and directs the Examiner's 
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Serial No.: 09/993,342 1 ' 

Filed: November 5, 2001 

attention to the English language abstract of same enclosed herewith for a concise statement as to its 
relevance. 

Further, in satisfaction of the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, and as required by 
M.P.E.P. § 2001.06(b), Applicants note that the references marked A3-A4 are either issued or published 
related or co-pending applications. 

Nothing herein shall constitute an admission concerning the contents of any of the cited 
references, nor shall the inclusion of a reference herein be considered an admission that the reference 
constitutes prior art against the invention claimed in the above-identified application. Submission of the 
present document shall not be construed as an admission that a search has been made or that better art 
does not exist. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c), enclosed is a check in the amount of $1 80.00 as set forth in 37 
C.F.R. §1.1 7(p). While no fee is believed to be due, if this belief is in error, the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 50-23 19 (File No.: 463037-00220; Docket No.: A-6871 8-4). 

Please direct further questions in connection with this Application to the undersigned at (415) 
781-1989. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP 



Dated: %i , 'XqqC By: 

Customer No.: 32940 Jeffery P. Bernhardt, Reg. No. 54,997 for 

555 California Street, Suite 1000 Robin M. Silva, Reg. No. 38,304 
San Francisco, CA 94104-1513 

Telephone: (41 5) 781-1989 Filed Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.34 
Facsimile: (415)398-3249 

Attachments: Form SB/08/A-B, substitute for Form PTO-1 449 

Copies of five (5) cited references 
$180.00 
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Substitute PTO/SB/08A (07-05) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. 
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'EXAMINER: f These references were previously cited in a related application relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 USC 120 and no copies are 
submitted in accordance with 37 CFR 1.98(d). Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.aov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office 
that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor 
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16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English Language Translation is attached. 
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the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
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